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cable laws and regulations other than this
proclamation.

Nothing in this proclamation shall be
deemed to revoke any existing withdrawal,
reservation, or appropriation; however, the
national monument shall be the dominant
reservation.

The Secretary of the Interior shall manage
the monument through the Bureau of Land
Management, pursuant to applicable legal
authorities, to implement the purposes of this
proclamation. The Secretary of the Interior
shall prepare, within 3 years of this date, a
management plan for this monument, and
shall promulgate such regulations for its
management as he deems appropriate. This
proclamation does not reserve water as a
matter of Federal law. I direct the Secretary
to address in the management plan the extent
to which water is necessary for the proper
care and management of the objects of this
monument and the extent to which further
action may be necessary pursuant to Federal
or State law to assure the availability of water.

Warning is hereby given to all unauthor-
ized persons not to appropriate, injure, de-
stroy, or remove any feature of this monu-
ment and not to locate or settle upon any
of the lands thereof.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eighteenth day of September,
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
and ninety-six, and of the Independence of
the United States of America the two hun-
dred and twenty-first.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
12:27 p.m., September 23, 1996]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on September 24.

Proclamation 6918—National POW/
MIA Recognition Day, 1996
September 18, 1996

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Since our country’s birth, Americans have

responded to military threats against liberty

and democracy, whether at home or in re-
mote areas of the world. The young men and
women of our Armed Forces understand the
need to resist oppression, and they have will-
ingly put themselves in harm’s way around
the globe to do so. Those young Americans
who stand in the defense of freedom are our
country’s most precious natural resource.

It is particularly painful when these brave
Americans are made Prisoners of War, or are
classified as Missing in Action. They have
earned our deep appreciation and respect for
the great sacrifices they have made so that
all of us can continue to enjoy the privileges
of liberty. In keeping faith with them, we
continue our concerted efforts to determine
the fate of all those who are unaccounted
for and to bring home the remains of those
who have perished.

The grief for our prisoners of war and
those missing in action is most intense, of
course, among their families and loved ones
at home, who wait—often for years, and
sometimes in vain—for confirmation of their
fate. These families display their own cour-
age too, by their endurance in the face of
deep anxiety. Their cause is our cause, and
we pledge ourselves to them anew on this
special day.

On September 20, 1996, the flag of the
National League of Families of American
Prisoners of War and Missing in Southeast
Asia, a black-and-white banner symbolizing
all of America’s missing, will be flown over
the White House, the United States Capitol,
the United States Departments of State, De-
fense, and Veterans Affairs, the Selective
Service System headquarters, the Vietnam
Veterans Memorial, the Korean War Veter-
ans Memorial, and national cemeteries across
the country.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim September 20,
1996, as National POW/MIA Recognition
Day. I ask all Americans to join me in honor-
ing former American POWs and those Amer-
icans still unaccounted for as a result of their
service to our great Nation. I also encourage
the American people to express their grati-
tude to the families of these missing Ameri-
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cans for their perseverance through
the many years of waiting. Finally, I
urge Federal, State, and local officials
and private organizations to observe
this day with appropriate ceremonies,
programs, and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eighteenth day of September,
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
and ninety-six, and of the Independence of
the United States of America the two hun-
dred and twenty-first.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., September 19, 1996]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on September 20.

Proclamation 6919—National
Hispanic Heritage Month, 1996
September 18, 1996

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
America draws strength from the extraor-

dinary diversity of its people. Our national
character is enhanced by citizens who main-
tain and honor cultural customs brought
from other lands. Hispanics, who have long
been part of this tradition, were the earliest
European settlers of this great Nation, with
the Spanish founding cities in Florida in the
1500’s, and Mexicans establishing home-
steads in the Southwest in the 1600’s. Puerto
Ricans became U.S. citizens in 1917, and
other Latinos over the years, including Cu-
bans and Central Americans, came to the
United States in search of democracy, free-
dom, and a better way of life.

Hispanics, who are of all races, distinguish
themselves as a community by fostering con-
nections rooted in the Spanish language.
Their diverse and vibrant culture includes
elements originating in Spain, North Amer-
ica, Central America, South America, and the
Caribbean. Hispanics share deep family val-
ues, recognize their obligations to the less
fortunate of our society, protect their chil-

dren, cherish freedom, and fulfill their patri-
otic duty to defend their country.

Earlier this month, I awarded our Nation’s
highest civilian honor, the Presidential Medal
of Freedom, to Dr. Antonia Pantoja. Dr.
Pantoja has inspired generations of Latino
youth to ‘‘dare to dream.’’ Believing that hard
work can overcome any obstacle, she went
from factory worker to college professor and
has dedicated her life to bringing educational
and economic opportunities to the Puerto
Rican community.

Sadly, we recently lost one of our great
countrymen, Dr. Hector P. Garcia of Corpus
Christi, Texas. A member of the U.S. Com-
mission on Civil Rights and a recipient of
the Presidential Medal of Freedom, he is
best remembered for his service to the
Latino community, founding the American
GI Forum to defend the civil rights of His-
panic veterans and organizing one of the first
civil rights marches in the 1940’s.

Many other Hispanic sons and daughters
have served our country with distinction,
making important contributions in the arts
and sciences, the business world, academia,
government, agriculture, and the Armed
Forces. Helping to preserve the democracy
and freedom all Americans enjoy, Hispanics
have served in the United States Armed
Forces in proportions much larger than their
percentage of the population. Since World
War I, our Nation has awarded the Medal
of Honor, our highest military honor, to more
Latinos than any other ethnic group.

Today, let us honor Hispanics for their ex-
ample of community and patriotism, and for
the richness of their contribution to this great
land.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim September 15 through
October 15, 1996, as National Hispanic Her-
itage Month. I call upon all government offi-
cials, educators, and people of the United
States to honor this observance with appro-
priate programs, ceremonies, and activities,
and encourage all Americans to rededicate
themselves to the pursuit of equality.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eighteenth day of September,
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
and ninety-six, and of the Independence of
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